
Honors English 11 

Summer Reading and Writing Assignment 

Ms. Fine 

fine@sel.k12.oh.us 

 

Required reading: 

 Nathaniel Hawthorne, The Scarlet Letter  

 Note:  You only need to read part of “The Custom House” 

introduction—from “The object that most drew my attention…” 

(around page 30) to “he need never try to write romances.” Proceed to 

read the entire novel from chapter one.  

  

 Mark Twain, Adventures of Huckleberry Finn  

 

Essay assignment 

 Your essay should be a minimum of two pages long (12 point font, double spaced 

with standard margins of 1.25” and 1”) but no more than three pages.  Develop your 

own thesis and support it through a standard essay format. 

 

 If you happen to use a secondary source, be sure to give credit to the source.  (This 

is not required or suggested). 

 

 You will be graded on content and mechanics. 

 

 Avoid working in groups or using Cliff’s or Spark Notes.  One of the goals of this 

course is to give you the skills you need to interpret literary works on your own. 

 

 Students must arrive on the opening day of school with their composition; twenty-

five percent will be deducted from your grade for one day late and ten percent 

additional for each day thereafter (fifteen percent over weekends). 

 

 Your paper must be turned in to turnitin.com: 

 

Class name:     Honors 11 2019-2020 

Class ID:           21173869   

Password/Enrollment Key:     Hon11 

 

 Late papers will immediately be docked 25% and then 10% for each day following. 

An on-time paper is a hard copy submitted to me during class and a copy submitted 

to www.turnitin.com by 8:00 AM on the first day of school. 
 

 

 The Scarlet Letter depicts a community that expresses a particular attitude towards 

sin, specifically illustrated through an act of adultery.  The two adulterers and the 

community react to the sin in vastly different ways.  Determine what these three 

separate reactions are and compare/contrast them in a well-reasoned essay, using 

specific examples from the novel to support your thesis. 

http://www.turnitin.com/


 

Additional Summer Work 

 

 Please join my Google Classroom using this code: 

R70a4w6 

 I will post support materials from time-to-time.  Please check every 2-3 weeks. 

 Extra copies of this assignment can be found there. 

 You will have either a test or an essay over The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn 

sometime in early to mid-September. 

 

Please make sure to utilize the attached study materials as you read.  Be sure to 

annotate your text—that means notes not just highlighting or underlining.  I will be 

checking your annotations the first few days of school.  

 

If you are using a copy of the book that doesn’t belong to you, you will want to 

either use post-it notes or keep a dialectical journal. 

  



  



Satire Cheat Sheet 
 

First off, what is satire? 
  

Satire comprises of any text – written, visual, etc. – that uses humor to expose 

and/or ridicule vices and abuses. The author might attack major issues, such as 

political corruption or global warming, or smaller issues, such as celebrity 

misadventures. With more serious content, satire aims to motivate change in 

society, call attention to overlooked issues, pressure institutions or individuals to 

change, and/or offer insight into the human condition. Other times, satire aims to 

simply poke fun at human errors and reduce anxiety or make light of societal 

problems.     
 

Two major types:  
 

Juvenalian – Biting satire; attacks a specific target fiercely; serious subject matter 

(for example, Stephen Colbert, The Daily Show, some more political Saturday 

Night Live skits, John Oliver). 
 

Horatian – Soft satire, often in the form of parody (for example, Spaceballs, Scary 

Movie, Monty Python and the Holy Grail, Austin Powers, some lighthearted 

Saturday Night Live skits). 
 

Some Strategies: 
 

Malapropism – Intentional use of the wrong word (a word with a similar sound, 

e.g., “We need more electrical votes!” instead of “We need more electoral votes!” 

Or, as in Blades of Glory, “mind-bottling” instead of “mind-boggling.” 
 

Irony – When there is a discrepancy between what one expects to happen and 

what actually is (situational), when the writer, speaker, or character says the 

opposite of what they mean (verbal), and/or when the audience knows something 

the characters do not (dramatic) 
 

Incongruity – When something is out of place in an absurd manner (When 

the peasants in Monty Python and the Holy Grail speak in sophisticated 

political jargon) 
 

Undercutting – When a speaker undermines one statement with another (e.g., 

in a piece in which The Onion criticizes inaction with gun policy, the title 

reads, “‘No Way to Prevent This,’ Says Only Nation Where This Regularly 

Happens.”) 
 

Exaggeration – When an idea, action, or statement goes to an extreme so as to call 

attention to flaws, vices, corruption, etc. – for example, Trump’s vanity). 
 

Understatement – When the speaker or character minimizes something so as to 

call attention to it (e.g., the Black Knight in Monty Python and the Holy Grail – 

‘Tis but a scratch!). 
 

Juxtaposition – Placing two ideas, images, or subject matter next to each other for 

comparison. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rSfebOXSBOE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t2c-X8HiBng
https://www.theonion.com/no-way-to-prevent-this-says-only-nation-where-this-r-1823016659
https://www.theonion.com/no-way-to-prevent-this-says-only-nation-where-this-r-1823016659
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c2DgwPG7mAA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dhRUe-gz690


Parody – A work that imitates another, often to poke fun at the original or make a 

criticism (Spaceballs, Scary Movie, or when The Onion parodies the signing of 

the Dec’l of Independence). 

 

Important Note: You can also describe in words (using verbs) what the writer is doing. 

For example, the speaker reverses the authority dynamic between parents and children, or 

the writer exaggerates the president’s hairdo, or the speaker juxtaposes the statistics of 

Ebola deaths with obesity deaths in America.  

https://www.theonion.com/u-s-signs-declaration-of-dependence-on-china-1819574105
https://mhsnatalie.wikispaces.com/Satire


Rhetorical Analysis with Satire 
How can you analyze satire for rhetoric? 

 

Knowing the general purpose of satire, to expose a folly, injustice, or 

vice, and often to shame people or organizations to change, you have to 

detect the satirical targets: 
 

Steps:  

1) Detect the target. 

a. Is it a vice or folly? For example, greed, self-righteousness, arrogance, 

racism, prejudice, ignorance?  

b. Is it some kind of abuse or corruption? For example, exploitation of 

workers, inaction in congress, corruption of political figures? 
 

2) Examine the content – Is it silly? Does it concern major issues? Or is it mainly 

lighthearted? 
 

3) Think about how the author or speaker reaches his or her purpose. You can 

consider strategies or specific decisions. It is often better to describe what the 

author is doing and use analytical verbs. 
 

Some common targets are as follows: 
 

Greed Institutional Religion Violence and/or War 

Entitlement Hypocrisy (specify type) Political Corruption or 

Follies 

Moral Norms or Moral 

Superiority 

Stupidity, Ignorance, 

Naiveté 

Pop Culture, Fads, 

Celebrities 

Prejudice Human Cruelty The Media 

Self-Righteousness Education Social Injustices 

 

Some analytical verbs useful for analysis of satire are as follows: 
 

Exposes Unveils Unmasks Ridicules Criticizes 

Minimizes Undermines Undercuts Satirizes Parodies 

Exaggerates Calls attention to Understates  Delegitimizes  Mocks 

Challenges Attacks/Assails Denounces Lampoons Juxtaposes 

 

 



  

The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn - Overview 
Mark Twain 

 

 

Essential Questions: 

1) Examine at how the characters speak. How does Twain 

manipulate and/or craft language to express character, theme, 

and social criticisms?  

2) How does Twain satirize major issues of his day? 

(Reconstruction – though the novel takes place before the Civil 

War) 

3) What is the role of Jim in the story? What are we to make of his 

treatment by others? His experiences with Huck? Tom? 

4) Many literary critics view The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn 

as the American novel. How does the text fit this description? 

What about America and the American experience could contribute to its falling 

under such a description?  

5) This novel is frequently on the American Library Association’s list of most banned 

books. Part of the controversy lies in the use of the “N” word. Does Twain’s use of 

this word mirror his own prejudices? Or are there reasons for including it within his 

text? If so, is Twain justified? 

6) What conclusions does Twain make regarding the American identity? 

7) What are we to make of the characters in the story who appear well-meaning but own 

slaves or have other moral failings?   

8) How does Huck develop, or fail to develop, throughout his journey down the 

Mississippi River? 



9) How does Huck deviate from and act according to the moral norms of his society? 

10) To what extent is one’s identity defined by the culture and society he or she lives in?  

11) What does it mean to be civilized? Uncivilized? 

 

 

 

List of Satirical Targets to Track in The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn 
 

Chivalry and 

Romanticism 

Greed Violence and/or War 

Female and Moral 

Superiority 

Hypocrisy (specify type) Religion 

Moral Norms Knowledge, Education, 

Conventional Wisdom 

Being “civilized” 

Prejudice Human Cruelty Slavery 

Self-Righteousness Ignorance and/or 

Naiveté 

Entitlement 

 
 

Rhetorical Strategies and Literary Devices to focus on as you read: 

 Satirical Techniques – Incongruity, Irony, Understatement, Exaggeration, 

Parody, Reversal 

 DIDLSTone – Diction, Imagery, Details, Language (including figurative 

language), Syntax, and Tone: How does the author use these specific strategies for 

purpose 

 Repetition, Parallel Structure, Juxtaposition, Paradox, Ethos, Pathos, and 

Logos: How does the author use these specific strategies for purpose 

 Characterization: Indirect (actions, thoughts, appearance, dialogue) and direct 

(author tells you directly) 

 

 


